Scholarly journals are complex institutions of discovery. They are anchored in their global society, and the best journals provide the means for advancing that society. It is a complex process of controlled revolution: revolutions in knowledge without overturning the knowledge society. It requires a balance of conventional and revolutionary content. My thinking about the characteristics of conventional and revolutionary discoveries is shaped by Discovering, a history of science by Robert Scott Root-Bernstein published in 1989 by Harvard University Press. For me, this book highlights the extent to which the discovery chooses the discoverer, and how often the underlying theory decides what researchers are able to observe. Thus, a good journal editor knows that it is the research discovery that warrants publication, not the discoverer.
I also understand that information systems research, like the underlying phenomena of information systems development, is a messy and emergent social activity. In contrast, readers expect research reports that are rational, logical, and well-constructed arguments. My thinking about the translation of the research setting into the research report is shaped by an article from Parnas and Clements published in 1986 in Volume 12 of IEEE Transactions On Software Engineering entitled 'A Rational Design Process: How and Why To Fake It.' It takes a talented writer to construct a research report that remains faithful to the actual process of discovering while developing a convincing presentation of the findings, analysis, and implications. Talent is also required to compress the research report into a few thousand words that are comprehensive, convincing, concise, and hopefully entertaining. Our best editors understand that, for the readers to learn, the authors must communicate well.
Finally, you should know that your new co-editor is an ambitious fellow -not personal ambition, mind youbut ambitious for the journal and its community. You will find me dedicated to the advancement of EJIS as a top journal in our field, a preferred outlet for the best research in the world, and a globally enjoyed, highly respected scholarly publication.
Perhaps this gives you some insight into the character of your new co-editor of EJIS, someone who thinks research journals ought to be interesting, enjoyable, daring, and welcoming to new and different minds. It is indeed an honour to be entrusted with this task, and an opportunity to work together with many colleagues in the coming years.
